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The Trust’s first heritage trail leaflet was
launched on 19 November by the Welsh
Assembly Government Heritage Minister
Alun Ffred Jones.

The trail leaflet was funded by CADW,
The Junction Morfa Shopping Park
and from fundraising activities by the
Trust.

The Tawe River Navigation Heritage
Trail runs from Swansea Waterfront to
the Liberty Stadium, visiting 36 historic
sites along the Tawe River Navigation.
The trail is already in use, as Trust
members Brian Perrins and Dick
Hopkins have taken a group of ladies
from“Bonymaen Friend
on a guided walk at the copper works
sites.

Copies of the leaflet are available from
Swansea Museum, National Waterfront
Museum and the POD at Morfa Shopping
Park. Next year, they will be distributed
throughout the Swansea area.

So why not go for a healthy walk (or run, or
cycle) along the trail and discover Swansea’s
world-famous industrial heritage?
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The Tawe River Navigation Heritage Trail was laugched by the

Welsh Government Heritage Minister Alun Ffred Jopes,

Councillor Chris Holley Leader of City and County ¢f Swansea,

Val Lloyd Welsh Assembly Member for Swansea Hast,

Mike Dee Asset Manager The Junction Morfa Shopping Park,

Charles White Chair of the Swansea Community Roat Trust,

Jo Lord Director The Junction Morfa Shopping Part
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The Community Boat is
little help

There is a good prospect that the
Swansea Community Boat will be
running next summer. The Trust has put
together a package of grant offers and
donated services worth £100k, though
around £25k of match funding still has
to be raised from the private sector. The
key grant offer of £40k from the Welsh
Assembly Government ‘Invest Wales’
programme must be matched with
private sector funding — from firms,

charitable trusts, individuals — by the
end of the financial year. That’s a lot of
money to raise in three months !
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The Trust has made numerous grant
applications and is optimistic about
several, but that £25k is still needed.

what
get

iSo
donot

happens
t he

The Trust expects to have enough
funding for a small boat licensed to
carry 12 people.

The project business plan suggests
that at least 36 passengers are
needed for the project to pay its way
when the grants run out. The Trust
wants to create some real jobs.

If the ‘Invest Wales’ offer is lost,
things don’t look too good for the
future with the economic downturn.

i What i s a

Boat anyway 2?0

Just what we need? A boat recently for sale.

Turn the page to find out .........
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What is a Community Boat?

The Trust was set up as a registered charity in 2004
to run a tripboat on the Tawe River Navigation, for
the benefit of the local community.

Consulting 100 local community groups and schools
confirmed that a community boat would be used for
a wide range of activities including :

Widening the horizons of disabled people.

Boat trips are a convenient way for people with
disabilities to gain access to the countryside. This
includes people with physical disabilities and
wheelchair users, as well as adults and young people
with learning difficulties. A boat fitted with a
wheelchair lift and a disabled washroom will make it
possible for more people to enjoy the trips.

about. The community survey indicated strong interest
and a high take-up rate is expected. Convenient access,
comfortable seats and heating will be priorities.

Visitors interested in the heritage.

With large numbers of people visiting the nearby
LC2,Museums and other attractions, running boat trips
will earn revenue to help the project pay its way. This
will also raise the profile of the important
“Copperopolis” heritage sites - and when the economy
picks up, the development opportunities along the Tawe
Riverside.

Benefits for Sponsors.

The Community Boat will be available for charter to
facilitate corporate events, including river trips to the
Liberty Stadium on match days. Project sponsors will
get priority for bookings. Details of the ‘Offer For Major
Sponsors’ are available on request.
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The AFl oating Classr oon
School pupils will benefit from an exciting learning
environment which can be taken to various locations
along the Tawe Riverside. The Trust has plans for
showing the historic landscapes on DVD screens to
provide a “time travel” experience.

Leisure provision for older people.
Boat trips will increase opportunities for active and
healthy life styles, by getting older people out and

How you can help

JOIN THE TRUST

Download an application form from the web site or
send a stamped SAE to the address on this page.

SPREAD THE WORD

Does your workplace or club make donations to
charity? Let them know about Swansea Community
Boat. The Trust would be very pleased to hear about
any possible sources of funding to try.

Morfa Bridge Centenary 2009

.,

The Morfa Lifting Bridge was opened in 1909 to carry copper
waste to tips across the river. This amazing bridge could be
lifted up to allow ships to pass by, but it’s now in such poor
condition that it is obstructing the navigation. Similar bridges
in Dublin, Manchester and London have been renovated as
tourist attractions. Let’s hope that Swansea Council will give
Morfa Bridge a special Centenary birthday present — an
engineering study to decide what work is needed to make it

safe and preserve it for future generations to enjoy.
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Swansea Community Boat

John A. Davies, Project Manager,
8 Plas Cadwgan,
Penllergaer,
SWANSEA SA4 9AZ

Email: jad@waterlinks.org.uk
See our web site www.scbt.org.uk

Supported by Swansea Compact

Trust



